Negotiating Queer Identities following Forced Migration
The Other Place: A Journey of Suffering, Resistance, and Creativity

Introduction

The Other Place is one of the creative outcomes of the project Negotiating Queer Identities following
Forced Migration. It has been watched on the global film festival circuit. Selected to screen at the
Squish Movie Camp Festival on June 1, 2025, in Rotterdam, Netherlands, and the Human Rights Are
Universal Arts Festival from October 9 to 13, 2024, in Kampala, Uganda, the film is also a finalist at
the Lift-Off Global Networking Festival, where it was “Audience Select” film. These accolades affirm
the documentary’s resonance with audiences across continents, offering a fresh perspective on
migration, identity, and resilience.

At its heart, The Other Place captures the lived experiences of queer Iranian migrants forced to flee
persecution in their homeland. Blending academic insight with deeply emotional storytelling, the film
explores themes of survival, adaptation, and creativity through three evocative chapters—Inferno
(z533), Purgatory (z.), and Freezing Heavens (lxua slacuie). Its success in these festivals highlights
its power to bridge cultural divides and challenge dominant narratives surrounding LGBTIQ+
migration.

Background and Context

Iran’s hostile stance towards LGBTIQ+ individuals is no secret. With homosexuality criminalized and
punishable by severe penalties, the country has become infamous for its oppression. The 2005
execution of two teenagers in Mashhad thrust this issue into the global spotlight, sparking outrage
and debate.

But The Other Place moves beyond headlines and political debates. It focuses on the lived
experiences of those caught in this system, peeling back layers of cultural, political, and social
dynamics to reveal a nuanced, deeply shared human story. By situating these narratives within a
broader historical and academic framework, the film offers viewers both emotional engagement and
intellectual depth.

Structure and Themes

Drawing inspiration from Dante’s Divine Comedy, the documentary is divided into three chapters,
each symbolizing a stage in the journey of displacement:

Inferno. This chapter portrays the harrowing realities faced by queer individuals in Iran. Under
constant threat of societal and state-sponsored violence, they navigate a world that is both oppressive
and isolating. Yet, amidst the darkness, there is resistance. The chapter shines a light on underground
communities, self-education, and moments of defiance, showcasing the courage it takes to live
authentically in a hostile environment.

Purgatory. Set in transit countries like Turkey, this chapter captures the liminal state of waiting for
asylum. Here, time becomes an antagonist. Through haunting visuals—ticking clocks, long silences,
and stagnant spaces—the film conveys the psychological toll of bureaucracy and uncertainty.
Participants recount their struggles with hope and despair, offering a raw and unfiltered glimpse into
life in limbo.
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Freezing Heavens. Resettlement in host countries brings safety but also new challenges. From
navigating unfamiliar cultures to confronting lingering trauma, this chapter explores the paradoxes of
“freedom.” It is a deeply moving portrayal of adaptation and resilience, as participants work to rebuild
their lives while holding onto their identities and histories.

Visual and Narrative Innovation

What makes The Other Place stand out is its commitment to participatory storytelling. Unlike
traditional documentaries, where subjects often feel like passive objects of observation, this film puts
its participants in the driver’s seat. Their voices shape the narrative, their feedback refines the editing,
and their insights guide the storytelling.

The film’s visual language is equally striking. Symbolism abounds and blurred landscapes mirror the
disorientation of exile, while fragmented visuals represent fractured identities. Time-lapse sequences
and experimental soundscapes evoke the oppressive weight of waiting, immersing viewers in the
emotional and psychological reality of the subjects. These artistic choices elevate the documentary
from a simple recounting of events to a deeply affective experience.

Impact and Relevance

At a time when migration and identity are hotly debated topics, The Other Place offers a much-needed
perspective on the intersection of queerness, displacement, and resilience. It challenges simplistic
narratives of victimhood, instead celebrating the agency and creativity of its participants.

For audiences, the film serves as a powerful reminder of the human cost of systemic oppression and
highlights the creativity and resilience of queer individuals in their fight to resist. For critics and
scholars, it represents an innovative approach to participatory flmmaking, seamlessly blending art
and activism to deliver something truly transformative.

Conclusion

The Other Place is more than just a film—it is a call to action. It asks us to rethink how we tell stories,
whose voices we amplify, and how we can use art to drive social change. By focusing on the resilience
and creativity of its participants, the documentary offers a hopeful yet unflinching look at the realities
of displacement. It is a must-watch for anyone interested in migration, LGBTIQ+ rights, or the

transformative power of storytelling.
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