
Asylum claims on the basis of sexual orientation

All tables
: = Not available.
* = Values suppressed - see notes on individual tables for suppression criteria.
These data are experimental statistics and should be interpreted with caution. Experimental statistics are statistics that are 
in a testing phase and are not yet fully developed. These statistics have not been subject to the full level of quality 
assurance of National Statistics. Further details can be found in the Office for National Statistics Guide to Experimental 
Statistics.
The data show all main asylum claimants for whom the sexual orientation identifier has been completed on the Home 
Office system. This identifier should be completed by caseworkers where the basis of claim includes sexual orientation. 
This can be the sole basis of claim or one of multiple grounds, and can have been raised at any stage during the asylum 
case, appeal or other casework.
The data does not represent the number of asylum claimants who define themselves as LGB. Having an identifier that an 
asylum case is based on sexual orientation does not indicate that a claimant has any particular sexuality or that sexual 
orientation is the reason for any grant or refusal of asylum. It also does not signify whether that aspect of the claim has 
been accepted. Sexual orientation as a basis of claim could be due to imputed assertions or association rather than a 
defining characteristic of the claimant.

Data accuracy relies on caseworker completion of the sexual orientation identifier on the Home Office system. As a 
manual addition, the nature of the recording system used has potential for error from misapplication and omission, and 
inconsistent use over time. Although quality assurance has been carried out, and the Home Office has confidence that the 
majority of asylum cases with a sexual orientation basis have been recorded as such, some cases may still exist for which 
the sexual orientation identifier has been incorrectly applied.
Additional cases may be identified as undecided cases are considered, as claimants raise further grounds during the 
progression of their case, or as identifiers are added as a result of further quality assurance.
Only those countries with at least one unsuppressed value are included in the data tables. Data for those countries for 
which all values are suppressed, and which therefore do not appear in the 'Country of nationality' column, are totalled 
under 'Country of nationality - Other'.
Note that this does not include data for countries where some, but not all, values are suppressed. These data are included 
in the 'Total' row.
Criteria for suppression of data are given in the notes for each individual table, below.

Table SOC_01
Values of less than 5 have been suppressed, and replaced by *. These values are not included in the 'Other' row, but are 
included in the 'Total' row.

Table SOC_02
Values of less than 5 have been suppressed, and replaced by *. These values are not included in the 'Other' row, but are 
included in the 'Total' row.
Note that 'Total Grants' and 'Total Refusals' have been suppressed where either of these values is less than five in a given 
year. 
Initial decisions are based on date of decision and do not necessarily relate to applications made in the same period. For 
example, a decision in 2017 may relate to an application made in 2016.  
Initial decisions exclude the outcome of appeals or other subsequent decisions.
Figures for 'Total Decisions' include 'Total Grants' and 'Total Refusals', but do not include 'Total Withdrawals'.
Figures for 'Total Grants' include:
 - Grants of asylum, Humanitarian Protection and Discretionary Leave
 - Grants under family and private life rules, which relate to the introduction of a new approach to Article 8 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights
 - Leave Outside the Rules, which was introduced for those refused asylum but where there were other exceptional and 
compassionate circumstances
 - UASC leave, which was introduced for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children refused asylum but eligible for 
temporary leave until the age of 17.5

Table SOC_03
Values of less than 5 have been suppressed, and replaced by *. These values are not included in the 'Other' row, but are 
included in the 'Total' row.

Table SOC_04



Values of less than 5 have been suppressed, and replaced by *. These values are not included in the 'Other' row, but are 
included in the 'Total' row.
Note that 'Appeals Allowed' and Appeals Dismissed' have been suppressed where either of these values is less than five 
in a given year. 
Appeal outcomes are based on date of determination and do not necessarily relate to appeals lodged in the same period. 
For example, a determination made in 2017 may relate to an appeal lodged in 2016.
Figures for 'Appeals Determined' include 'Appeals Allowed', 'Appeals Dismissed' and 'Appeals Withdrawn'.
HM Courts & Tribunals Service (HMCTS) (formerly the Tribunals Service Immigration and Asylum (TSIA)), consists of the 
First-tier Tribunal and Upper Tribunal of the Immigration and Asylum Chamber (FTTIAC and UTIAC).  All figures for 
appeals determined are cases dealt with by Immigration Judges at the FTTIAC.
The appeals allowed figures may include a small number of cases where the asylum application was granted at initial 
decision, but later appealed against. This may be due to the circumstances of the grant (e.g. discretionary leave/UASC 
leave rather than asylum).
Withdrawn figures include cases withdrawn by the Home Office, as well as those withdrawn by the appellant.



Table SOC_01_Gender: Asylum applications for main applicants, for whom sexual orientation formed a basis         

Country of Nationality Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
Afghanistan 16 * * 17 * * 16 *
Albania 61 54 7 53 46 7 55 45
Algeria 14 * * 19 * * 10 *
Bangladesh 149 143 6 299 284 15 305 298
Burma * * * * * * 8 *
Cameroon 63 36 27 76 35 41 77 52
China 7 * * 9 * * * *
Congo (Democratic Republic) 11 6 5 6 * * * *
Egypt 7 * * 14 * * 12 *
Eritrea 11 * * * * * * *
Ethiopia * * * 5 * * 6 *
Gambia, The 37 27 10 29 19 10 10 5
Ghana 41 34 7 66 55 11 56 46
Grenada * * * * * * 6 *
India 33 * * 59 53 6 54 *
Iran 100 91 9 136 122 14 59 41
Iraq 18 * * 46 * * 59 49
Ivory Coast * * * * * * 5 *
Jamaica 28 17 11 39 25 14 25 14
Kenya 15 9 6 19 6 13 17 11
Kuwait * * * 5 * * * *
Libya * * * * * * 5 *
Malawi 15 8 7 18 8 10 10 *
Malaysia 19 14 5 21 10 11 53 30
Mauritius 5 * * 7 * * * *
Morocco 14 * * 18 * * 17 *
Namibia * * * * * * 31 18
Nepal * * * 5 * * * *
Nigeria 154 117 37 222 167 55 184 138
Pakistan 509 476 33 621 591 30 551 525
Philippines 14 * * 6 * * 11 *
Russia * * * 6 * * 12 *
Saudi Arabia * * * 18 * * 8 *
Senegal 8 * * 17 * * * *
Sierra Leone 5 * * 5 * * 9 *
South Africa 9 * * 5 * * 12 *
Sri Lanka 50 45 5 29 24 5 18 *
St. Lucia 5 * * * * * * *
Sudan 5 * * * * * * *
Syria 7 * * 5 * * 6 *
Tanzania 9 * * 13 * * 13 7
Thailand 6 * * * * * * *
Trinidad and Tobago 9 * * 11 * * 10 *
Tunisia * * * 6 * * * *
Turkey 6 * * * * * * *
Uganda 201 81 120 130 49 81 63 22
Vietnam * * * 10 * * 7 *
Zambia * * * * * * 5 *
Zimbabwe 41 18 23 39 15 24 32 16
Other 42 30 12 72 52 20 65 49
Total 1,768 1,379 389 2,212 1,794 418 1,936 1,597

2015 2016 2017



             s of their claim, by country of nationality and gender
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Table SOC_02_Gender: Asylum initial decisions for main applicants, for whom sexual orientation formed a bas          

Country of Nationality Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
Afghanistan 9 * * * * * * *
Albania 68 63 5 16 * * 52 *
Algeria 18 * * 9 * * 9 *
Armenia * * * * * * * *
Bangladesh 90 83 7 30 * * 60 *
Botswana 5 * * * * * * *
Burma * * * * * * * *
Cameroon 60 36 24 27 17 10 33 19
China 6 * * * * * * *
Congo (Democratic Republic) 5 * * * * * * *
Dominica * * * * * * * *
Egypt 11 * * 6 * * 5 *
Eritrea * * * * * * * *
Ethiopia * * * * * * * *
Gambia, The 40 28 12 7 * * 33 *
Ghana 38 * * 6 * * 32 *
India 30 24 6 * * * * *
Iran 107 95 12 73 * * 34 *
Iraq 9 * * * * * * *
Jamaica 30 19 11 14 8 6 16 11
Kenya 13 7 6 * * * * *
Libya 6 * * * * * * *
Malawi 13 6 7 5 * * 8 *
Malaysia 15 9 6 7 * * 8 *
Mauritius 8 * * * * * * *
Morocco 19 * * 8 * * 11 *
Namibia * * * * * * * *
Nigeria 146 110 36 37 31 6 109 79
Pakistan 432 403 29 168 155 13 264 248
Philippines 7 * * * * * * *
Russia 5 * * * * * * *
Rwanda * * * * * * * *
Saudi Arabia * * * * * * * *
Senegal 10 * * 5 * * 5 *
Sierra Leone * * * * * * * *
South Africa 10 * * * * * * *
Sri Lanka 50 * * 6 * * 44 *
Sudan 7 * * * * * * *
Syria 6 * * * * * * *
Tanzania 6 * * * * * * *
Trinidad and Tobago * * * * * * * *
Turkey 5 * * * * * * *
Uganda 169 70 99 110 45 65 59 25
Vietnam * * * * * * * *
Zimbabwe 56 23 33 10 * * 46 *
Other 54 34 20 19 12 7 35 22
Total 1,584 1,221 363 620 455 165 964 766

2015
Total Decisions Total Grants Total Refusa



              sis of their claim, by country of nationality and gender

Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
* * * * 12 * * * * * * *
* * * * 49 44 5 11 * * 38 *
* * * * 15 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 209 202 7 38 * * 171 *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 5 * * * * * * *

14 * * * 48 30 18 17 8 9 31 22
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 6 * * * * * * *
* * * * 6 * * * * * * *
* * * * 5 * * * * * * *
* * * * 28 19 9 * * * * *
* * * * 57 43 14 6 * * 51 *
* * * * 49 44 5 * * * * *
* * * * 124 114 10 65 * * 59 *
* * * * 30 * * 9 * * 21 *
5 * * * 30 23 7 12 * * 18 *
* * * * 18 6 12 * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 17 7 10 * * * * *
* * * * 22 12 10 11 6 5 11 6
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 10 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *

30 * * * 186 140 46 29 15 14 157 125
16 19 * * 528 502 26 129 115 14 399 387

* * * * 8 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 8 * * * * * * *
* * * * 7 * * * * * * *
* * * * 5 * * * * * * *
* * * * 38 32 6 * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 12 * * * * * * *
* * * * 8 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *

34 * * * 180 74 106 96 44 52 84 30
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 37 14 23 5 * * 32 *

13 7 3 4 50 39 11 19 15 4 31 24
198 58 47 11 1,845 1,487 358 497 365 132 1,348 1,122

 als Total Withdrawals
2016

Total Decisions Total Grants Total Refusa



Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
* * * * 13 * * * * * * *
* * * * 54 44 10 * * * * *
* * * * 13 * * * * * * *
* * * * 5 * * * * * * *
* 8 * * 269 259 10 23 18 5 246 241
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
9 * * * 75 38 37 21 7 14 54 31
* * * * 6 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 5 * * * * * * *
* * * * 16 * * 7 * * 9 *
* * * * 5 * * * * * * *
* * * * 6 * * * * * * *
* * * * 15 9 6 * * * * *
* * * * 59 51 8 7 * * 52 *
* * * * 47 * * * * * * *
* * * * 78 61 17 44 32 12 34 29
* * * * 41 35 6 8 * * 33 *
* * * * 27 17 10 7 * * 20 *
* * * * 21 11 10 * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 11 5 6 * * * * *
5 * * * 24 12 12 10 * * 14 *
* * * * 6 * * * * * * *
* * * * 15 * * * * * * *
* * * * 7 * * * * * * *

32 9 * * 192 146 46 41 30 11 151 116
12 10 * * 562 534 28 110 102 8 452 432

* * * * 8 * * * * * * *
* * * * 7 * * * * * * *
* * * * 7 * * * * * * *
* * * * 14 * * * * * * *
* * * * 7 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 7 * * * * * * *
* * * * 19 * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * 8 * * * * * * *
* * * * 11 6 5 * * * * *
* * * * 13 * * 8 * * 5 *
* * * * * * * * * * * *

54 * * * 80 50 30 49 19 30 31 11
* * * * 9 * * * * * * *
* * * * 35 19 16 * * * * *
7 0 0 0 71 44 27 21 13 8 50 37

226 44 32 12 1,887 1,537 350 423 298 125 1,464 1,239

2017
Total Decisions Total Grants Total Refusa als Total Withdrawals



Female Total Male Female
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Table SOC_03_Gender: Asylum appeal applications for main applicants, for whom sexual orientation formed a basis         

Country of Nationality Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
Afghanistan 7 * * * * * 12 * *
Albania 34 * * 22 * * 49 42 7
Algeria 9 * * 10 * * 10 * *
Bangladesh 53 * * 146 140 6 234 * *
Cameroon 32 19 13 29 20 9 52 33 19
China 5 * * * * * 7 * *
Congo (Democratic Republic) 5 * * 5 * * * * *
Egypt 6 * * * * * 9 * *
Gambia, The 30 21 9 23 18 5 16 11 5
Ghana 26 * * 42 32 10 39 33 6
India 9 * * 11 5 6 7 * *
Iran 36 * * 51 * * 33 28 5
Iraq * * * 13 * * 25 * *
Jamaica 9 * * 11 * * 10 * *
Kenya 11 6 5 11 * * 17 * *
Malawi 10 * * 11 * * 10 * *
Malaysia 8 * * 11 6 5 12 7 5
Morocco 10 * * 5 * * 8 * *
Namibia * * * * * * 8 * *
Nigeria 100 74 26 112 85 27 127 92 35
Pakistan 251 235 16 355 345 10 437 417 20
Philippines * * * 5 * * * * *
Rwanda * * * * * * 6 * *
Senegal 5 * * 6 * * 6 * *
South Africa 5 * * * * * 5 * *
Sri Lanka 40 * * 41 35 6 20 * *
Tanzania * * * 10 * * 5 * *
Trinidad and Tobago * * * 6 * * * * *
Uganda 54 25 29 81 26 55 31 11 20
Vietnam * * * * * * 6 * *
Zimbabwe 42 16 26 29 10 19 28 10 18
Other 50 34 16 42 33 9 67 53 14
Total 857 678 179 1,103 898 205 1,306 1,094 212

2015 2016 2017



              s of their claim, by country of nationality and gender



Table SOC_04_Gender: Asylum appeal determinations for main applicants, for whom sexual orientation form            

Country of Nationality Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
Afghanistan 6 * * * * * * *
Albania 17 * * * * * * *
Algeria 7 * * * * * * *
Bangladesh 29 * * 6 * * 22 *
Cameroon 18 11 7 7 * * 10 *
China * * * * * * * *
Congo (Democratic Republic) * * * * * * * *
Egypt 7 * * * * * * *
Gambia, The 14 9 5 * * * * *
Ghana 16 * * * * * * *
India 6 * * * * * * *
Iran 20 * * 12 * * 6 *
Iraq * * * * * * * *
Jamaica 7 * * * * * * *
Kenya 5 * * * * * * *
Malawi 5 * * * * * * *
Malaysia * * * * * * * *
Morocco 6 * * * * * * *
Namibia * * * * * * * *
Nigeria 59 44 15 7 * * 49 *
Pakistan 145 136 9 59 * * 81 *
Philippines * * * * * * * *
Rwanda * * * * * * * *
Senegal * * * * * * * *
Sierra Leone * * * * * * * *
South Africa * * * * * * * *
Sri Lanka 26 * * 6 * * 19 *
Tanzania 5 * * * * * * *
Trinidad and Tobago * * * * * * * *
Uganda 49 20 29 28 11 17 20 8
Vietnam * * * * * * * *
Zimbabwe 20 6 14 7 * * 13 *
Other 30 18 12 10 6 4 17 10
Total 515 403 112 167 130 37 324 254

2015
Appeals Determined Appeals Allowed Appeals Dismi



            med a basis of their claim, by country of nationality and gender

Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 37 32 5 16 * * 21 *
* : : : 7 * * * * * * *
* : : : 103 98 5 39 * * 64 *
* : : : 26 18 8 8 * * 17 *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 7 * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 28 20 8 8 * * 19 *
* : : : 33 25 8 8 * * 24 *
* : : : 8 * * * * * * *
* : : : 39 * * 20 * * 18 *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *
* : : : 8 * * * * * * *
* : : : 10 5 5 * * * * *
* : : : 8 * * * * * * *
* : : : 8 * * * * * * *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 103 77 26 25 17 8 73 55
* : : : 283 271 12 115 * * 162 *
* : : : 8 * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *
* : : : 33 28 5 12 * * 21 *
* : : : 5 * * * * * * *
* : : : 5 * * * * * * *

12 : : : 58 23 35 31 11 20 25 12
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 31 17 14 12 7 5 19 10
7 : : : 34 27 7 15 12 3 18 15

70 24 19 5 916 741 175 341 266 75 553 458

2016
 ssed Appeals Withdrawn Appeals Determined Appeals Allowed Appeals Dismi



Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
* : : : 12 * * 5 * * 7 *
* : : : 44 37 7 7 * * 31 *
* : : : 14 * * * * * * *
* : : : 216 211 5 66 * * 143 *
* : : : 50 30 20 18 11 7 30 19
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *
* : : : 28 21 7 12 * * 16 *
* : : : 54 44 10 6 * * 47 *
* : : : 11 * * * * * * *
* : : : 53 * * 22 * * 29 *
* : : : 29 * * 11 * * 16 *
* : : : 12 * * * * * * *
* : : : 15 8 7 * * * * *
* : : : 12 * * * * * * *
* : : : 10 * * * * * * *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *

18 : : : 140 108 32 37 31 6 102 77
* : : : 505 486 19 188 183 5 312 298
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 5 * * * * * * *
* : : : 10 * * * * * * *
* : : : 5 * * * * * * *
* : : : * * * * * * * *
* : : : 31 * * 12 * * 19 *
* : : : 7 * * * * * * *
* : : : 6 * * * * * * *

13 : : : 69 19 50 25 6 19 41 13
* : : : 5 * * * * * * *
9 : : : 42 14 28 16 7 9 25 7
3 : : : 60 49 11 23 17 6 32 27

95 22 17 5 1,477 1,227 250 487 409 78 951 788

2017
Appeals Determined Appeals Allowed Appeals Dismi ssed Appeals Withdrawn



Female Total Male Female
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